Low-molecular-weight heparins for acute coronary syndromes: an emergency medicine perspective.
Patients with chest pain represent one of the largest and most challenging populations for emergency departments to treat. Diagnostic and treatment modalities implemented in the emergency department are associated with significant clinical outcomes and financial implications. Critical pathways are being developed to increase the speed and efficiency with which these patients are managed. Of particular importance is the evolving role of low-molecular-weight heparins, which have both clinical and economic advantages over unfractionated heparins in treating unstable angina and non-Q wave myocardial infarction.